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Michigan Alpha Suspended
CHAPTER TO RETURN BY 2026

Unfortunately, this letter contains information about a status change for Michigan Alpha 
Chapter at the University of Michigan. In April 2022, a report was provided to the 

university regarding alleged university policy violations in October 2021.

Investigation
The university initiated an investigation immediately. Upon completion in May 2022, the 
chapter was found responsible for violating university policies, resulting in a suspension by 
the University of Michigan for four years.

Following the closure, our chapter has surrendered its charter as of July 2023.

Future Outlook
Michigan Alpha will return to campus no later than August 2026, when our recolonization 
efforts will begin.
 
All current undergraduate members are hereby immediately advanced to alumni status by 
the fraternity. The status change is not a punishment by the fraternity; they’ll maintain all the 
rights as an alumni member of the fraternity, including networking and alumni events.
 

Status with UM
While the outcome of the fraternity’s hearing does not impact the personal records of our 
members, it does reflect the status of the chapter: members who remain students at UM should 
understand there is no longer an active chapter of Phi Kappa Psi on campus.

There are to be no organized meetings, events, philanthropic activities, intramurals, social 
events, or other activity under the banner of Phi Kappa Psi. Additionally, no other registered 
trademark of the organization shall be promoted, represented, or held in a manner that would 
convey the operation of a Phi Kappa Psi chapter at UM.
 
Furthermore, any acts of defamation, slander, intimidation, harassment, establishment of a 
rogue group or fraternity, underground meetings, disturbances and/or interferences that occur, 
could delay our return to campus.
 
The fraternity will work concertedly with UM alumni and university leadership to ensure a 
strong chapter is reinstalled on campus that proudly exemplifies Phi Psi and UM’s traditions 
of excellence.
 
If you have any questions about this information and/or the decision, please contact 
headquarters at (317) 632-1852 or by emailing info@phikappapsi.com. 

In the Bond,
Ronald K. Ransom II Butler ’00
Executive Director
rkr@phikappapsi.com
(317) 275-3416
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A lthough the update shared regarding 
Michigan Alpha in this newsletter is 

unfortunate, I see a bright future ahead. 
Those of us who volunteer our time  
to the success of Michigan Alpha are  
not deterred.

We are blessed with great young men 
who reside at 630 Oxford. They take 
care of the property and keep the bills 
paid. Most importantly, they accept the 
current situation as mature adults and 
are respectful of the decisions that have 
been made. We will weather this storm 
and have great updates for you in the 
near future. I’m sure of it.
 
In the Bond,
Roger Goodrich ’80
House Corporation President

A Test of 
Brotherhood

Roger is running as a Republican for 
State Representative in Michigan District 

58. Turns out 58 is one of three (out of 
110) that has good potential for being 
flipped from Democrat to Republican. 

Maybe because Roger is the candidate? 
The current split is 54/54 with 2 seats 
open. The email Roger is using for the 
campaign is rcgoodrich61@gmail.com.

Thank you!
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Chapter 
Eternal
W e mourn the loss of our brothers 

who have now entered the Chapter 
Eternal, and we extend our deepest 
sympathies to their families and friends. 
May the memories of our loyal comrades 
remain in our hearts and minds forever. Live 
Ever. Die Never.

Robert Zimmermann ’49
February 16, 2022
Robert was born in Detroit, Michigan. 
After graduating from the University of 
Michigan, Robert joined his family business 
as a manufacturer representative in the 
U.S. automotive industry. Robert loved life 
with his wife, Betty, and he always enjoyed 
family time and outdoor activities like 
hunting, skeet, trap, and golf.

Philip Johnson Jr. ’57
May 24, 2022

Eric Biegansky ’88
August 3, 2023
Surrounded by friends 
and family, Eric 
peacefully passed 
after a long battle 
with a digestive tract 

cancer called GIST (gastrointestinal stromal 
tumors). After graduating in 1992, Eric 
went on to earn an MBA from Michigan 
State University. Throughout his life, Eric 
remained a pessimistic yet diehard Michigan 
Football fan.

Andrew Todd ’15
November 2022
A paddle out was 
held for Andrew 
on December 17, 
2022, honoring him 
in his hometown of 

Manhattan Beach. Brothers, friends, and 
family will remember Andrew as a great 
athlete and water polo player. He was a 
fierce competitor while remaining a kind, 
funny, smart, and ambitious man. Andrew 
remained committed to becoming a better 
person. He was a graduate of Ross Business 
School with a minor in computer science. 
The morning after Andrew’s passing, a 
rainbow appeared directly over the water 
outside Dome’s Beach where he had surfed 
one last time. It was the talk of the little surf 
community at Rincon.

What Brotherhood Means to Us
Prior to the chapter’s suspension, our 

undergraduate members made memories to 
commemorate their Phi Psi experience and learn 

the meaning of Michigan Alpha brotherhood.

From left: Jonny Hartle, Sean Timmis, Thomas Fouts, Gianni Dalimonte,  
and Justin Maccagnone (all ’22s) enjoy formal weekend together in Nashville, Tennessee.

Senior and sophomore members gather before competing in Winterfest.
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$1,000 and Above
Edward G. Chase Jr. ’41
	 Estate Gift
T. Stephen Hauser ’52
Phillip Kain ’88
	 In memory of
	 Michael Etzioni ’87
David Frayne ’89
Bradley Holman ’02
Daniel Adsit ’11
Tracey and Scott Diaz
	 In honor of
	 Max Diaz ’18 and
	 Alex Diaz ’19

$500 to $999
Kate and John Sales
Richard Chamberlin ’58
Roger Goodrich ’80
Brad Spiegel ’00
William Wiedman ’01
Jared Frost ’03
Christopher Quick ’99

$250 to $499
Jennifer Maccagnone
Larry MacKenzie
Daniela Sanadiki
	 In honor of
	 Talal Benahmed
Dr. C. Kohler Champion ’57

Charles Matthews ’58
Lewis Thumm ’64
Craig Haines ’69
Bruce Chaffee ’83
Andrew Fang ’88
	 In memory of
	 Mike Peguero ’89

$100 to $249
L.M. Alter
	 In honor of
	 William Alter ’19
Amy Siskind
	 In honor of
	 Drew Siskind ’18
Dr. Alan Holderness ’53

John States ’56
Stephen Bennett ’59
Bob Linderman ’63
	 In honor of
	 James Linderman ’48
Ray Brennan Jr. ’83
Andrew Adler ’87
Felipe Paez ’89
Matthew Kassan ’92
Richard Crow ’00

T hroughout his career in aerospace 
engineering and finance, Howard 

has never taken his Phi Psi experience for 
granted. As he recalls fraternity memories and 
parties, one thing remains constant: Phi Psi 
connections that last a lifetime.

Fraternal Beginnings
Howard discovered Phi Psi through Greg Scott 
’86, a fellow marching band member who invited 
him to Michigan Alpha during recruitment. 
Howard found men of character in Phi Psi, and 
he enjoyed great times in the house through 
theme parties and the chapter’s seder dinner.

Howard learned how to support the chapter as a 
member while developing professional qualities 
to benefit his career path. During this time, he 
found a unique opportunity to study engineering 
abroad in the Soviet Union/Russia, though the 
constant threat of government surveillance 
loomed over the unstable region. While there, 
he witnessed the collapse of that empire from 
the perspective of the community.

“I had an open ticket with Pan American 
Airlines…I put a bundle of money and my 
ticket behind the wallpaper and resealed it,” 
Howard said, always cautious of his residence 
while studying and absorbing Russian culture. 
“I’d call back to the [Michigan Alpha] house 
phone after 11 hours waiting in line just to talk 
to somebody familiar in the brothers.”

Howard’s Pursuits
After a turbulent time in Russia, Howard 
returned to the United States and became a 
machine designer for the automotive (including 
Mustang and BMW M3) and aerospace 

industries. Recognizing the importance of 
economic stability, Howard pursued an MBA at 
Michigan State and spent the following 30 years 
studying business and economics.

“I had to change and adapt in business, so I ended 
up going on to telecommunications and working 
on the buildout of the internet,” Howard added. 
Working with US West/QWest, Howard led a 
team of engineers responsible for picking the 
technology to drive nationwide internet expansion.

Following financial mismanagement that 
derailed the company, Howard embraced the 
challenge of directing congressmen toward 
evidence they needed to take action against 
the company’s former leadership in the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Though the collapse cost one 
million people in the industry their jobs and 
even led to the suicide of a friend, Howard 
remained committed to his goal. “I wanted 
resolution and closure for the people who were 
harmed far more than me.”

Returning to His Roots
Howard decided to pursue aerospace 
engineering once again, working with Aerojet 
on missile defense projects. He later worked 
on the New Horizons project, engineering the 
technology that sent a NASA space probe to 
take the first photo of Pluto.

“When I was growing up, I read Carl Sagan’s 
Cosmos book, studying the planets and 
watching the voyagers go out to other planets, 
but they never got to Pluto,” Howard said. 
He was honored to help write a new chapter 
in aerospace history, and Howard even had 
the opportunity to include friends’ and family 
members’ names on the spacecraft.

Throughout his winding career, Howard has 
made sure to keep in contact with several Phi 
Psi alumni. When Michael Peguero ’89 was 
battling cancer, Howard took the time to call 
him nearly every night and comfort his Phi Psi 
brother, having some great conversations.

“That’s the closure that you don’t realize when 
you’re an undergraduate…Those are some of 
the people who will be there for you forever.”

Howard continues his passion as an engineer 
at Boeing, working on several development 
programs, including almost all the company’s 
commercial airplanes. He is now working on 
military aircraft including the F-15EX and MQ-
25. His partner, Keiko, is a fellow aerospace 
engineer and graduate of Nagoya University.

YOU CAN CONNECT WITH HOWARD AT 
howard.bowersox@gmail.com. 

Thank You for Your Generosity
These alumni brothers have displayed their devotion to Michigan Alpha by donating to our annual campaign since 2017.  

Their financial support has played a key role in Michigan Alpha undergraduate life and will be a tremendous help as we aim to return in 2026.

If an error has been made in  
your gift listing, we sincerely 
apologize. Please contact 
our campaign coordinator at 
kunderdown@penningtonco.com 
to submit corrections.

A Lifelong Pursuit of Passions
HOWARD BOWERSOX ’87 ON BROTHERHOOD AND HIS CAREER PATH

“You don’t have to be a CEO to have 
meaningful influence in the world.”

Howard Bowersox ’87 
and Keiko.



Save the Date!

PHI KAPPA PSI
University of Michigan
P.O. Box 442100
Lawrence, KS 66044-2100

Address Service Requested

THE SOPHON
Michigan Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi

House Corporation 
Board

Want to join the upcoming board meetings or advise the chapter upon its return? 
Please reach out to any of the members above.

Important Chapter Update Inside
Be sure to check the front page for major news regarding Michigan Alpha’s status and our 
hopes to return by August 2026. We plan to keep you updated on our return efforts in future 
issues of The Sophon.

In honor of Phi Kappa Psi’s founding  
year of 1852, Michigan Alpha has created 

the Canonsburg Club, an annual giving  
program set up to fund maintenance and 
improvements at 630 Oxford and keep the 
chapter financially stable.

Entry to the club requires an annual 
membership gift of $222.24, which breaks 
down to just $18.52 per month.

To join today, please choose one of these 
payment methods:

VISIT tinyurl.com/MichiganAlpha 
to set up recurring monthly 
payments.

MAIL a check to:
Phi Kappa Psi – Michigan Alpha
Payment Processing
P.O. Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187

CONTACT Daniel Adsit ’11
at danradsit@gmail.com for wire 
instructions.

Join Our 
Canonsburg Club!

Follow Us 
Online

michiganphipsi.org

Search: Phi Kappa Psi 
Fraternity, Michigan 

Alpha Alumni

Archie DiBlassio ’59
arturo@diblassio.com

Roger Goodrich ’80 
rcgoodrich61@gmail.com

MI State Rep Candidate, District 58

Dave Frayne ’89
dwfrayne@gmail.com

Daniel Adsit ’11
danradsit@gmail.com

Charles Englehart
630 Oxford Housing Leader

charlie.englehart@comcast.net
(248) 885-0875 

Make plans to join us for our 2nd Annual Bigman and Etzi Tailgate. It will be held on 
Saturday, September 21. Location to be determined. This is the USC vs. UM home game.  
Call (312) 636-7274 or email Phil Kain ’88 with any questions at philkain@rushstreetcapital.com.


