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Alumni Leadership Takes 
Action to Empower and Restore Michigan Alpha

In the last six months, the Michigan Alpha Housing Corporation (MAHC) 
has entered an exciting new phase of strategy and management. MAHC 

developed a three-pronged approach to achieve two major goals: provide 
support and guidance to undergraduates so they can continue to be leaders 
on campus and provide opportunities to all MAHC members, not just a 
small group, to take ownership over events, strategy, communications, 
etc. With this in mind, we have developed three groups within MAHC: 
house management, chapter advisory, and alumni outreach, led by Brian 
May ’99, Nic Katona ’99, and Jack Gray ’07, respectively. Since the 
development of this new structure, we have been able to focus our efforts 
on providing additional leadership and risk management training for the 
undergraduates, preparing for house repairs in the summer of 2015, and 
revitalizing Founders’ Day and other alumni activities. 

Deserving Members Awarded at Founders’ Day 2015
Following guidance provided by National Fraternity President Scott Noble, 
Texas ’81, the alumni outreach committee added elements to the Founders’ 
Day activities this year, including a March Madness viewing party at the 
chapter house on Friday night and incorporating awards into the ceremonies. 
The awards provided this year were in recognition of philanthropic efforts, 
entrepreneurship, and dedication to the ideals of Phi Kappa Psi. 

Through an all-alumni nomination process, MAHC decided to award the 
following members:
•	 Arthur Di Blassio ’59 received the philanthropic award for his 

strategy work with MAHC and other community organizations.

•	 Jon Oberheide ’02 received the entrepreneurship award for founding 
and leading the award-winning internet security firm, Duo Security in 
Ann Arbor.

•	 Dave Frayne ’89 was named Mr. Phi Psi for living and breathing the 
ideals of the Phi Kappa Psi Creed.

•	 Hayden Schenker ’11, a graduating senior, earned the undergraduate 
Mr. Phi Psi award for his four years of service and loyalty to his 
brotherhood. With that award, we were fortunate to provide him with 
a $1,000 gift to help his transition from college life to the real world.

•	 Quinzel Perry ’12 was recognized for his service to the brotherhood, 
specifically his efforts related to the philanthropic campaigns of 
Michigan Alpha. His leadership helped the brothers launch their 
inaugural Freeze the Puck on Cancer hockey game versus FIJI at Yost 
Arena in January. Through his efforts, the brothers were able to present 
Mark Janssen ’11 a donation dedicated to his family’s foundation. 

What You Can Expect for Future Alumni Activities
In an effort to further engage our alumni base, the alumni outreach 
committee created a series of events for the summer and fall of 2015, led 
by brothers of various generations. Our goal is to make Michigan Alpha 
alumni proud of the organization by engaging them in events around the 
country that focus more on connecting back with Michigan Alpha and the 
strong alumni network of Phi Psi brothers.

(Continued on page 4)

New Website 
Developed for 
Alumni 
www.michiganphipsi.org

Thanks to generous donations from 
alumni like you, we’ve developed a 

new website with an alumni focus. The 
website, www.michiganphipsi.org, 
features alumni news, photos, and alumni 
event updates. You can also use the 
site to update your contact information, 
submit photos, and donate online to  
Michigan Alpha.

PHI KAPPA PSI •  MICHIGAN ALPHA CHAPTER

Save the date 
for summer 

alumni events! 
View page 4 for 

more details.
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Undergraduates Strategize to Improve New Member Retention
New Philanthropy Event Honors Undergraduate Brother and Family

It has been a productive and fulfilling period for Michigan Alpha. We 
revamped and improved our community service efforts substantially. 

Additionally, the chapter has placed a renewed emphasis on brotherhood 
development and support for brothers who need assistance academically 
or personally. Under the guidance of an alumni supervisory committee, 
the brotherhood also modified the undergraduate committee structure 
to ensure optimal performance of the chapter and maximum alumni 
involvement. To see a full list of our advisors with contact information, visit  
www.michiganphipsi.org.

MEMBERSHIP
Michigan Alpha recruited a robust fall class of 26 men, and followed up 
with a four-man winter pledge class. Moving forward, the chapter has 
decided to recruit a smaller fall pledge class and expand the winter class. 
The leadership feels that this will increase retention by allowing Michigan 
Alpha to distribute resources more efficiently, and allow us to make a 
deeper individual impact on each new member during the pledge education 
process. This will allow new members to integrate more smoothly into the 
chapter and give them a larger built-in group of friends who they can grow 
closer with throughout the pledge process. 

Chapter President Madison O’Neil ’13 is very excited about the two 
most recent pledge classes, sharing, “We have recruited gentlemen who 
truly embody the ideals of Phi Kappa Psi, and our pledge educators have 
done a phenomenal job helping them reach their full potential.” Alumni 
are encouraged to send recruitment recommendations to Jack Scott, 
recruitment chairman, at jackscott15@gmail.com.

PHILANTHROPY
Philanthropic service has been a major point of emphasis for Michigan 
Alpha in recent months. Recent projects include: Home for the Holidays 
Gift Exchange, Freeze the Puck on Cancer, Boys and Girls Club After School 
Care/Mentorship, and various Kids Without Cancer fundraising events.

Home for the Holidays is Michigan Alpha’s largest philanthropy event of 
the fall semester. This year the event consisted of brothers and ladies from 
Kappa Kappa Gamma breaking into groups and shopping for the kids from 
a local Ypsilanti, Michigan, elementary school. Michigan Alpha also invited 
children from the Ypsilanti Boys and Girls Club where it volunteers weekly. 
Since the kids already viewed PKP brothers as role models and mentors, it 
made the experience even more rewarding.

Freeze the Puck on Cancer was another unique event that Michigan Alpha 
implemented this year. Michigan Alpha raised nearly $2,500 for the Kathy 

A. Janssen Foundation, which was established in the name of the deceased 
mother of a Michigan Alpha brother. The Foundation’s main goal is to 
help cancer patients pay for treatment they cannot afford. This was a truly 
special cause for the brotherhood, and a great way for the chapter to rally 
support around a common goal while simultaneously supporting a brother 
going through a tough time. The chapter sees great room for growth of this 
event moving forward, and is excited to have started a new annual tradition.

Michigan Alpha also made it a priority to continue its relationship with 
the Boys and Girls Club—Phi Kappa Psi’s national philanthropic partner. 
Once a week, we organized trips to volunteer time at a club in Ypsilanti. 
Whether it was playing sports and games, helping with homework, or just 
giving the children someone to talk to, the trips were always a highlight of 
the brotherhood’s week. 

Finally, Michigan Alpha started a club called Kids Without Cancer that 
raises money for pediatric cancer research. The club has hosted various 
fundraising events throughout the year, and continues to have more 
scheduled as the year comes to a close. 

Over the year, the chapter advertised a phone number for people to call 
around campus through social media and word of mouth. It organized three 
cars with a driver and a navigator to pick up Michigan students and drive 
them to wherever they wanted in Ann Arbor. A flat rate of $5 was charged 
going directly to the cause, similar to the way Uber works, and we raised 
more than $350. On another night, we hosted an event where 15% of every 
Pizza House delivery order went straight to Kids Without Cancer. Recently, 
the chapter hosted a dodgeball tournament that raised nearly $1,400 for 
cancer research.

Philanthropy Chairman Quinzel Perry ’12 stated, “These past few months 
have built tremendous momentum for the chapter’s community service 
efforts. We are very excited to be supporting so many worthy causes and to 
have such high participation. Moving forward, we hope to further leverage 
our prominence on campus and integrate many of our social initiatives by 
organizing events that benefit multiple causes.”

Amici,
Max Baker ’13
Vice President-Junior House
maxbaker@umich.edu

Mitchell Acheson
Mario Agosta
Dylan Brittis-
Tannenbaum

William Cooper
Coby Cunningham

Jonathan Felker
Andrew Felman

Alexander Ferruggia
John Fioriti
Owen Gatto

Garrett Goldsmith
Philip Grecco

Sean Guthrie
Jeffrey Handler
Andrew Hyde
Justin Labiak
Samuel Marsh

Alexander McDonald

Matthew Morton
Conor Murphy
Wade Penman

Matthew Phillips
Myles Polger
Sean Pourian
Seth Raker

Benjamin Russ
Jack Scott
Noah Siff

Matthew Soulas
Alexander Tabet

Welcome, New Members 
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WOLVERINE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS

The following brothers received the 
Wolverine Scholarship for achieving 

above a 3.5 GPA and maintaining good 
standing within the chapter. They put forth 
hard work and dedication and we are proud 
to have them as a part of our brotherhood. 
Congratulations, brothers!

Tyler Arrone ’13
Max Baker ’13
Jason Chin ’13
Jonny Denowitz ’13
Steven Denowitz ’11
Jake Glaser ’13
Connor Irwin ’13
Lars Lopatka ’12
Mike Nussbaum ’12
Willy Rosemblat ’11
Hayden Schenker ’11

Go to 
michiganalpha.

kintera.org/donate 
to contribute!

Michigan Alpha Needs Your Help! 
House Corporation Plans for Chapter’s Future

To see a full list of donors visit michianphipsi.org

Calling all Michigan Alpha brothers! For the past four years, the alumni 
leadership in the Michigan Alpha Chapter has been hard at work on the 

Great Tradition—New Vision campaign. To date, we have raised $259,428, 
purchased the house at 630 Oxford, and made several improvements to the 
new property. While our ultimate goal is to acquire a preeminent housing 
location and structure, there are still many steps on the way to reaching it. 

The necessary updates have been broken down over a five-year timeline. We 
hope to complete the 2015 projects this summer, but they are expected 

to cost nearly $40,000 and can only be completed with alumni support. 
Some of our needs are more immediate than others, but we appreciate 
alumni support in all of the projects. If you have a special interest or talent 
and would like to help with one of the projects below, please contact Brian 
May ’99 or Jack Gray ’07 at MichiganAlphaAlumni@gmail.com, or 
send in a gift today to our P.O. Box or by visiting http://michiganalpha.
kintera.org/donate. Any interest or support you can offer as we upgrade 
our facility is much appreciated.

2015
o Install lighting in living room - $1,500 
o Repaint common areas - $5,000 
o Upstairs bathroom renovations - $30,000 

2016
o Replace two exterior doors - $900 
o Replace all blinds - $1,000 
o Paint exterior of house - $6,000 
o New kitchen flooring (quality solid surface) - $15,000 
o Install dumpster pad - $15,000 

2017
o Kitchen remodel (new appliances, venting, optimize layout) - $25,000 
o Install fire escape - $15,000

2018
o Refurbish bedrooms - $18,000 

2019: Continued expansion and updates as fundraising allows 
o Renovate basement bathroom - $15,000 
o Renovate first-floor bathroom - $15,000 
o Replace all windows in house - $15,000 
o Basement remodel - $20,000 
o Install porch and pillars to enhance appearance - $50,000 
o Install fire suppression system - $56,000 
o Addition over first-floor bedroom - $67,000 
o Further enhance basement - $80,000 
o Addition over greenhouse - $114,000 
o Attic addition - $374,000

Name: 
______________________________________________________________________________
Address: 
______________________________________________________________________________
City: 
______________________________________________________________________________
State, Zip: 
______________________________________________________________________________
Graduation Year:
______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail:
______________________________________________________________________________

r $100   r $250   r $500   r $1,000  r $2,500   r Other $____________

r  I would like to direct my gift to a specific project: ___________________________________

r I would like to direct my gift to the greatest need

If you would like to make a gift to the Great Tradition-New Vision campaign, you can do so online or 
by sending a check with the following gift form to Phi Kappa Psi – Michigan Alpha House Corpora-
tion, P.O. Box 131133, Ann Arbor, MI 48113. Make checks payable to the Michigan Alpha House 
Corporation. Your support is greatly appreciated!



David W. Frayne ’89 was honored to be 
considered and to receive the Mr. Phi Psi 

alumni award at Founders’ Day this year. The Mr. 
Phi Psi award criterion is based on embracing and 
living the lofty words of the fraternity Creed. In 
his acceptance speech, David encouraged the men 
of Michigan Alpha to live and act by these words: 
generosity, compassion, loyalty, morality and 
spiritual excellence, help and forgiveness, giving 
aid and sympathy, and practicing moderation. 
“I challenged all our men, undergraduates 
and alumni, to this lifelong commitment. I challenged them to act in all 
aspects of their lives: on campus, with family, in our workplace, in our 
communities, and in our places of worship.”

David lives in Plymouth, Michigan, with his wife, Kari, and their three 
children: Lizzie (13), Julia (11), and Andrew (9). You can contact him at 
dwfrayne@gmail.com.

Arthur R. Di Blassio ’59 was given the 
philanthropic award for his strategy work with 
MAHC and other community organizations. In 
his professional career, Arthur most enjoyed the 
satisfaction of helping organizations get better 
in their operations. It was these key experiences 
that he brought back to Michigan Alpha during 
a time the chapter needed help in leadership 
and operations. Arthur was very humbled and 
honored when he heard about the award. In his 

acceptance speech, he spoke about his suggestions that might help others 
avoid the same shortcomings he experienced in his career; especially 
relating to giving back sooner—much sooner.

Arthur lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with his wife, Julie. After five 
years of retirement, he is re-entering the workforce via consulting,  
with effort to establish a web-offering centered on Direction Management 
that is based on his years of business experience. You may e-mail him at  
arturo@diblassio.com.

Hayden Schenker ’11 was awarded as the 2015, 
inaugural Mr. Phi Psi undergraduate award and 
was presented with $1,000 to help make his 
transition from college into his next journey a 
little easier. The process for the award involved 
the undergraduate brothers nominating their 
fellow brothers and from that list the Chapter 
Advisory Committee chose the brother who most 
exemplified being a Phi Psi. Hayden is dedicated 
to his studies, his friends, and his fraternity. He is 
always there to challenge and support his brothers 
and is an advocate for change and growth. His sincerity and warmth, along 
with his personal drive, make him a natural leader within the chapter. 
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni and parents. If your son is currently 
attending the University of Michigan, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. If he has 

graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

For brothers in Chicago, Detroit, and New 
York City, we will be hosting a series of 
summer events in late June and early July that 
celebrate Michigan Alpha. Expect to receive 
e-mail communications about summertime 
bar/restaurant events and barbecues in each 
city. JS Roy ’97 has already offered to treat 
Chicago Michigan Alphas to his secret BBQ 
ribs recipe on Wednesday, June 17. MAHC will 
also be hosting a fall golf outing and reunion in 
Ann Arbor - the Phi Psi Cup - an effort led by 
Jared Frost ’03, David Nidetz ’03, and Tim 
Schaetzel ’04 to create an exciting fall tradition 
for Michigan Alpha. Mark your calendars on 
the weekend of October 3 for this exciting 
event. Please go to http://michiganphipsi.org/ 
news-events/events-calendar/ for more event 
details.

Please watch your e-mail accounts for 
updates on these exciting events and write to 
michiganalphaalumni@gmail.com if you have 
any further questions, comments, or concerns. 

Live Ever, 
Jack Gray ’07
Alumni Outreach Director
jpgrayjr@gmail.com

Alumni 
Leadership 

Takes Action
(Continued from page 1)

See the full interviews at 
michiganphipsi.org!

AWARD RECIPIENTS HONORED AT FOUNDERS’ DAY


