
The Sophon
Spring 2014

Phi Psi is a place you can always call home. Throughout our many years 
on the University of Michigan campus, Michigan Alpha has been 

housed at several locations, each unique and special in its own right. We 
are proud of our long-standing history and the chapter house that Michigan 
Alpha was founded within; however, it is more than bricks and mortar that 
has held our brotherhood together for the past 138 years. Whether you lived 
in the original chapter house at 1550 Washtenaw or are an active member 
living at 630 Oxford, the brotherhood experience—lifetime friends, lifetime 
memories—is what really matters. These are not material amenities, they are 
cherished opportunities. Our challenge going forward is the same challenge 
we have faced over the last 138 years: we must recruit quality young men, 
giving them the privilege of brotherhood and all that it entails.

The Great Tradition–New Vision campaign has allowed us to acquire a 
chapter house that will welcome Michigan Alpha men for many years, but 
there is more work to be done. To date, we have raised $257,528 toward 
our $400,000 renovation goal, and there are several necessary projects to 
complete to make this property a sound investment for the chapter—an 
investment, if achieved, that will secure the Fraternity’s future for our 
children and university. This summer, it is crucial for us to upgrade the 
water infrastructure, move and reroute piping to the boiler, and finish 
the drywall and flooring in the basement. We hope to eventually expand 
the capacity of the house to 35 or even 44 live-in brothers to better serve 
our members. The chapter house is the classroom on campus where our 
members learn to strive for value and responsibility, philanthropic, and 
leadership excellence. As alumni, it is our duty to make this opportunity 
possible for our younger brothers.

Despite its new location and ongoing renovations, the new chapter house is 
quickly feeling like home to the active brothers of Michigan Alpha. I wish 
you too could witness the excitement and gratitude these men have for their 
new house. Our undergraduate brothers have achieved a great deal, working 
diligently to have a smooth transition into the new house yet remaining 
focused on academics, community service, and campus activities. 

Every chapter house that Michigan Alpha has occupied throughout the 
years has served as a home away from home for hundreds of young men, 
and many alumni identify with these houses to this day. Now you have the 
chance to create that same opportunity for a new generation of Phi Psi men. 
We are working to establish a long-term housing plan so our organization 
and our young brothers can live, grow, and flourish—now and in the future, 
but it cannot be done without your help. We ask you to use the enclosed 
pledge form or visit www.pkpfoundation.org to make your gift today.

Michigan Alpha will always be grateful for the structure that helped us 
become the premier fraternity at the University of Michigan, but bricks 
don’t make a home; our members and alumni are what make our house a 
home. Join us today in support of our new chapter house to strengthen the 
ties of our brotherhood for years to come.

Amici,
Campaign Leadership

Make an Impact on Future 
Generations of Michigan Alphas

Donate Today to Help Us Reach Our $400,000 Goal

Great Tradition—New Vision
The Campaign for Michigan Alpha

PHASE ONE – SHORT-TERM OPPORTUNITIES
	 o	Purchase 630 Oxford
	 o	Renovations
			   o	Purchase new furniture
			   o	Paint basement, living room, and upstairs hallway
			   o	Upgrade water infrastructure
			   o	Move the boiler and reroute piping
			   o	Finish drywall and flooring throughout basement
			   o	Install new kitchen appliances
			   o	Expand capacity of house to accommodate at least 35 members
			   o	Optimize space on the main floor

PHASE TWO – NEW VISION
The long-term plans of the Michigan Alpha House Corporation go beyond 
630 Oxford. The goal of moving to a prominent chapter house location 
will only happen if Michigan Alpha is in a position financially to make a 
purchase quickly. Building equity in 630 Oxford and cash assets will allow 
the alumni leadership to act when an opportunity arises. The timeline for 
this move is in the next five to 10 years.
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We are deeply grateful to the following Michigan Alpha brothers 
and friends for committing $257,528 to Great Tradition—New 

Vision: The Campaign for Michigan Alpha. These brothers recognize 
the importance of ensuring the future of Michigan Alpha and have 
demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their personal experience. All 

donors contributing a minimum of $2,500 will be recognized on a plaque 
prominently displayed in the renovated chapter house. If an error has been 
made in recording your gift, or your name has mistakenly been omitted 
or listed improperly, we sincerely apologize. Please contact our campaign 
coordinator at (785) 856-9582 to make a correction.

Thank You, Generous Alumni, 
for Committing $257,528

Founders Society
($100,000 and up)
Michigan Alpha 
	 Undergraduate Chapter

Brotherhood 
Society
($50,000 to $99,999)

Amici Society
($25,000 to $49,999)

Letterman Society
($10,000 to $24,999)
Richard H. Chamberlin ’58
Kelly and Brian D. May ’99
William C. Wiedman ’01
Jared C. Frost ’03

Moore Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
William C. Martin
F. Dewey Tennent ’44
Dr. C. Kohler Champion ’57
Allen B. Dickerson ’57
Loyal A. Eldridge ’60

Wolverine Society
($2,500 to $4,999)
Cynthia Buell
  In memory of
  Richard W. Buell ’62
R. Thomas Costello ’56
Russell S. King ’83
Richard W. Fanning ’89
Mike Agosti ’90
Chadwick Hauff ’93
Robert M. Stern ’93
Scott T. Stasik ’96
Brad C. Spiegel ’00
Bradley M. Holman ’02
David J. Neditz ’03

Michigan Society
($1,000 to $2,499)
Karen and Michael Stern
  In honor of
  Jordan Stern ’11
James L. Gullberg ’47
  In memory of
  Al MacAdams
Quentin B. Sickels ’46
Theodore E. Gibson ’50
T. Stephen Hauser ’52
Arthur R. Di Blassio ’59
  In honor of
  the new house
David H. Kibler ’59
Frank L. Lenzotti Jr. ’59
Alden B. Glidden ’62
Harold J. Koss ’01
David W. Frayne ’89
Alan Huddy ’89
Chris T. Cramer ’91
Bradley L. Hibbard ’97
Joseph P. Digirolamo ’98
Jared A. Stasik ’01
Michael J. Amez ’02
Benjamin J. Coleman ’03
Brendan B. Dowdle ’03

Maize and Blue 
Society
(Up to $999)
Kathleen Abrash
Susan Aronson
Jim Clisham
Martha F. Kendall
  In memory of
  John S. Kendall ’58
Daniel Labes
Lisa McGarrity
Payty Phillips
John Rapson
Leslie Ruby

Charles Scott
Robert Scott
Virginia Simon
Mark Weiss
John W. Fauver ’40
Richard M. Ellinwood ’44
James S. Linderman ’48
John A. Syverson Jr. ’48
John F. Beyer ’49
Lawrence C. Lander ’49
Ned G. MacWilliams ’49
Henry C. F. Arnold ’50
Robert E. Jewett ’52
J. Robert Effinger ’53
Stephen R. Pauli ’53
John P. States ’56
James B. Book IV ’58
Kenneth P. Erickson ’58
John S. Kendall ’58
Charles H. Matthews ’58
Robert O. Hayes ’60
Erik H. Serr ’61
William F. Graham Jr. ’63
Robert C. Linderman ’63
  In honor of
  James Linderman ’48
Paul S. Williams ’64
Frederick J. Boncher ’66
William A. Rotzien ’66
Thomas M. Adams ’83
Bryan D. Libbin ’86
Marton T. Markovits ’87
Mark J. Steffanina ’87
James R. Rossow Jr. ’88
Mark D. Kalinowski ’89
Matthew O. Breed ’90
Abdiel E. Fuentes-Garza ’99
Nicholas Katona, Valparaiso ’99
Christopher M. Quick ’99
Eric M. Ryckman ’99
Matthew D. Raeburn ’00
Jonathan B. Lau ’01

Lee A. Laudicina ’01
Monet H. Duval ’02
Michael J. Ellis ’02
Carlos A. Escoto ’03
Marc R. Stasik ’03
Ben J. Glaze ’05
Tyler Krone ’05
Michael S. Bertenthal ’07
John P. Gray Jr. ’07
Blake Toll ’07
  In honor of the
  fall 2007 pledge class
Kyle Baird ’08
Tucker T. Billups ’08
Alexandros E. Mitri ’10
Raymond E. Escobar ’11

Campaign 
Status 

At-a-Glance
As of April 15, 2014

$400,000 Goal
 

$257,528
Total Commitments

106
Contributors

842 
Mailable Alumni

Donate Quickly 
and Easily

You can make your gift to Michigan Alpha online.
Visit www.pkpfoundation.org.

Follow the links for Giving Back, Chapter Campaigns, 
and select Michigan Alpha.



prepared me for life in a number of ways. Two 
important lessons relate to responsibility and 
teamwork. Leadership roles with expectations 
taught me the importance of standing responsible 
for your decisions, even during times when irre-
sponsibility runs rampant. Further, the transition 
from ‘team’ to ‘family’ allowed the Fraternity to 
thrive; this familial bond was a cornerstone of 
collective success, and I apply this lesson to pro-
fessional teamwork every day.”

Gino advises undergraduates and all other 
alumni to stay in touch with one another. His 
pledge class keeps in touch via e-mail, and Gino 
relies on brothers Jack Gray ’07 and Blake Toll 
’07 to organize football excursions and a group 
trip every year.  “The bond formed amongst your 
brothers is far stronger than any network you’ll 
form in the professional world. You spent four 
years cultivating a relationship in which you can 
ask for help or advice without having to worry 
about what the other party might see in it for 
them; the friendships are true and were forged 
before professional endeavors ever came into 
play. Social networks are a real form of capital. 
It’d be a terrible waste to throw such valuable 
capital away.”

When asked about professional advice for 
younger alumni, Gino repeated his speech from 
Founders’ Day 2014, Break the Mold, and further 

advised that “advice from those you respect is 
important, but it should never be the cornerstone 
of your professional decisions. Find what you 
love to do; the most highly regarded persons in 
history created change around their passions and 
their success was not an accident.” 

Gino works for Roncelli, Inc., a construction ser-
vices firm headquartered in Michigan, with op-
erations and projects across the U.S., as well as 
Canada and Mexico. His current responsibilities 
include cash-flow projection and exchange rate 
hedging, as well as support to General Counsel 
and contract negotiations. Gino pursues his JD-
MBA by night at Wayne State University, along-
side Pat Sierawski ’07 and Michael Sulaka 
’07; his expected completion is spring of 2015. 
He lives, works, and plays in what he calls “The 
New Detroit.”  He enjoys traveling and recently 
earned his SCUBA open water certification in 
Thailand. E-mail: gino.roncelli@roncelli-inc.com, 
Web: www.roncelli-inc.com
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Michigan Alpha gave Gino Roncelli ’07 
four years to chart a course for his life. 

It provided an opportunity to let loose in an en-
vironment where failure might be accepted, but 
refusal to take the chance was not.

Joining a fraternity wasn’t in Gino’s original 
plan, but the strong sense of brotherhood and the 
quality of the men in Phi Psi changed his mind. 
“When it came down to it, I’m not sure I had a 
meaningful choice. I’m quite sure Recruitment 
Chairman Jesse Tomares ’06 forced my hand 
despite my hesitation to go Greek. Thanks to 
him, I quickly met and became quite attached to 
the other candidates and brothers. The candidates 
showed great promise, and I formed a large re-
spect for the type of men the older brothers had 
become. I looked up to brothers like Bryan 
Blum ’06 and President Ben Glaze ’06 almost 
immediately. When the time came that they in-
vited me into the Phi Psi family, there was only 
one logical decision worth making.”

Gino insists that his favorite memories will never 
be put to paper, but he was willing to share that 
events like football Saturday, every mechanical 
bull rental, date parties, and ski trips will never 
be forgotten. His fondest memories include a 
fall 2007 trip to see Michigan take on Duke in 
Charlotte during the NCAA tournament. “The 
Fraternity taught me important life lessons and 

Michigan Alpha Provided 
Gino Roncelli ’07 
Opportunities for Success

Top: The Winterfest Broomball Tournament is the biggest IFC philanthropic event of the year.
Bottom: The Phi Psi Winterfest Broomball team won the 2014 tournament.

Michigan Alpha GPA on the Rise
Founders' Day Great Success, 

Hope for more alumni next year

Another exciting and full winter semester passed quickly at Michigan Alpha. We are on 
the homestretch with summer break and the Grand Arch Council around the corner. The 

men of Michigan Alpha have been very busy in efforts to increase the chapter GPA, exhibit 
excellence in intramurals, and host our annual Founders’ Day.

Over the past three semesters the chapter GPA has risen to a 3.30. An especially encouraging 
sign is that the new member GPA was a 3.378, ranking them fifth out of 31 fraternity pledge 
classes on the U of M campus. The freshmen have really bought into the chapter culture 
that puts a high emphasis on scholarship. Beyond their exceptional work in the classroom, 

(Continued on back page)
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they have made their own improvements to the 
chapter house. Bobbie Carey ’13, Josh Vertes 
’13, and Michael Bradley ’13 took it upon them-
selves to transform old storage closets into fan-
tastic study lounges. 

Founders’ Day weekend is currently the climax 
of Michigan Alpha’s winter semester. Not only 
was it a celebration of our fraternity’s founding, 
but it was also our parents’ weekend. During 
the daytime on Saturday, February 22, one of 
the University’s biggest IFC and philanthropic 
events was held, the Winterfest Broomball Tour-
nament. After a long day filled with hard-fought 
matches, Michigan Alpha emerged victorious! 
The highlight of the day was Alfredo Holguin 
’11, fresh off back surgery, clinching the semifi-
nal win with a goal in the shootout. 

Only after all that excitement did the real Found-
ers’ Day festivities begin. Thanks to the tireless 
efforts of Housing Corporation members Brian 
May ’99 and Pat Sierawksi ’07, along with un-
dergraduate Weston Kujacznski ’12, the events 
for the evening were flawless. Alumni ranging 
from the 1950s to the new millennium appeared 
and shared stories during cocktails at the chapter 
house then at a fabulous dinner that was capped 
off by TED-talk-style speeches by Jack Gray ’07, 
David Frayne ’89, Gino Roncelli ’07, and parent 
Daniel Labes. The following morning there was a 
viewing of the UM basketball game versus Michi-
gan State and a group of students, alumni, and par-
ents also attended the game. An amazing weekend 
was capped with another win. The undergraduates 
were very happy for all of the alumni and parents 
who could attend Founders’ Day, we hope for 
even more alumni engagement for the future.

As the year winds down, we can all be proud 
of our accomplishments, but we cannot rest on 
them. The transition from the old chapter house is 
complete, and the 630 Oxford generation of Mi-
chgan Alpha is only gathering momentum in all 
aspects of student and fraternity life. I encourage 

all alumni to visit to see where 
Phi Psi at Michigan stands today.

Amici,
David Feinerman ’12
Chapter President 
dafeiner@umich.edu

GPA on the Rise
(Continued from page 3)

President
David Feinerman ’12

Vice President
Arjun Minhas ’12

Treasurer
Jacob Ruby ’12

Corresponding Secretary
Brooks Schaffer ’12

Recording Secretary
Joseph Abrash ’12

Recruitment
Steven Gordon ’12

Historian
Cory Brodkin ’12

Chaplain
Andrew McCoy ’10

Messenger
Alex Clisham ’12

Philanthropy
Alex Clisham ’12

Risk Management
Madison O’Neill ’13

Alumni Relations
Weston Kujacznski ’12

Scholarship
Maxwell Odena ’12

Social
Michael Bradley ’12

2014 Chapter Officers______________________________

Getting 
Together?

The Alumni and Housing Corporation 
would like to hear about gatherings 

with your Phi Psi brothers. Send a note 
about your alumni reunions and events 
along with a few photos to Jack Gray ’07 
at jpgrayjr@gmail.com.

Check Out Our Facebook Groups
Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity, Michigan Alpha Chapter 

Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity

LinkedIn
Phi Kappa Psi--Michigan Alpha: 

Undergraduate and Alumni Group

Phi Kappa Psi at the University of Michigan
www.michiganphipsi.org

Give Online
www.pkpfoundation.org/GivingBack/

ChapterCampaigns/MichiganAlpha.aspx
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