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A Fraternal Franchiser
Blake Martin ’92 on Business and Brotherhood

P hi Kappa Psi offers young men the chance to seek 
more—more friendships, more responsibilities, 

and more experiences that last a lifetime. Blake 
Martin ’92 hoped to make more connections on 
campus, and Michigan Alpha provided an experience 
greater than he ever imagined.

Growing the Brotherhood
Blake became very involved with Michigan Alpha 
operations as an undergraduate, including serving as 
recruitment chairman, helping with initiation events, 
and working on various committees. Going out of

his way to help the chapter served him well as Blake 
prepared for his career path after college.

Establishing Business
After college, Blake utilized his newly developed 
leadership skills as he led a startup for home care in 
Detroit. The company grew into a franchise, leading 
to Blake spending nearly two decades in an executive 
leadership position. He also began a franchise named 
FranNet of the Heartland, helping entrepreneurs find 
their footing in business ownership opportunities in 
Nebraska and Western Iowa.

WHO WE ARE
Our beloved fraternity has a climate of respect 
for individual liberties. Brothers should 
represent Phi Kappa Psi and conduct ourselves 
so as to bring respect and honor to not only 
us alone, but also to our fraternity. Each day 
offers us new opportunities and possibilities 
for improving the way we council and guide 
our brothers and give aid to all who are less 
fortunate. We should continue to remember 
that loyalty to our fraternity should not weaken 
loyalty to our college or to our country. 

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING
This past year, our Housing Corporation was 
successful in recertifying our residence for 
occupancy, updating the bathroom basement, 
and providing various repairs to the house 
throughout the year. Wolverine Scholarships 
have been provided to two of our students for 
academic success (see the box to the right). 
The football season progressed with a Big 
Ten Championship win over Purdue and an 
admirable defeat against TCU in the college 
football playoff. We are looking forward to 
another successful basketball season too.

WHERE WE ARE HEADING
Michigan Alpha maintains strong relations 
with the national fraternity and looks forward 
to continued participation with national 
programming and alumni. We will be hosting 
a virtual Founders’ Day event this year, 
which will hopefully be the last year we host 
separately, considering the pandemic concerns 
of the last two years. Please reach out or post 
to our Facebook group if you have a great idea 
for engagement with the chapter or if you need 
support in any way.

Finally, I call for us to revisit what has made 
our noble fraternity successful in the past. Let 
us foster what our creed and culture mean to us 
as we identify strategies to improve our chapter 
housing and standing with the university. I call 
for us to return to our values as described in our 
Red Manual provided by the national fraternity 
and to strive for noble perfection.

In the Bond, 
Daniel Adsit ’11
Housing Corporation Treasurer

Liberty, Equity, and Fraternity

T he Wolverine Scholarship is 
awarded each semester for academic 

achievement. Each winner is a brother 
in good standing who earned a GPA of 
3.5 or above in the previous semester. 
Congratulations to each brothers’ success!

Parker Lynch ’20 is a senior studying 
economics with a minor in entrepreneurship. 
After graduation, he will be working in 
New York City for a commercial real estate 
lending company.

Ryan Mulliken ’21 is a junior and the 
outgoing president of ΦΚΨ. Ryan plans to 
study abroad for the second semester, and he 
looks to have a government internship this 
summer in Washington, D.C.

Winter 
Wolverine 

Scholarships
Recognizing Hard Work

The opportunity to lead a 
group of peers, the need to 
make public presentations 
for these roles, and 
experience with making 
decisions that impacted 
others really did help me 
a lot more than any single 
academic class when I 
entered the business world.

(Continued on page 3)

Striving for a Better Brotherhood
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Attending Michigan as a freshman was much lonelier than Miles 
Chumley ’04 had expected. Being from Texas, most of his 

friends chose schools like UT or OU, while he decided to move far 
north to Ann Arbor. 

OVERCOMING FEARSOVERCOMING FEARS
For Miles, Michigan was a time of personal growth. It was the first 
time he was far away from home and had to learn to adapt to his 
surroundings. It was daunting; however, the moment he stepped into 
the Phi Kappa Psi house, he felt a welcoming presence and a sense 
of belonging. He immediately thought to himself, “Yep, I could be 
friends with all these guys.”

Thankfully, the University of Michigan provided students with an 
experience that simulated the real world. Plus, being in a fraternity 
that he loved gave Miles a place in the community and helped 
increase his confidence to take on challenges in a practical setting.

CULTIVATING SKILLSCULTIVATING SKILLS
Miles attended the art and design school, where he gained the 
foundation to become a contemporary fine artist. Miles’ paintings can 
be found in the homes of private collectors, hotels, film and sound 

studios, restaurants, and galleries across the world. “I can think back 
to many projects during my time in Michigan and how they helped 
shape some artistic decisions I’ve made in my work,” he said. 

Through Michigan and ΦΚΨ, Miles has had the opportunity to 
connect with other artists, and it’s been wonderful staying in contact. 
“My art is all about past and present experiences in my life,” he 
shared. “I would be foolish to say that my time at Michigan Alpha 
hasn’t had an impact on my artwork.”

FINDING HIS WAY HOMEFINDING HIS WAY HOME
Since moving to Chicago in 2019, Miles has been able to reconnect. 
“I couldn’t have asked for a better pledge class. I became close with a 
lot of my brothers and had a blast.”

Miles and his wife celebrated their child’s first birthday on November 
11. “It’s been an awesome year with him.” In his free time, Miles can be 
found cooking, drinking craft beers, golfing, working on art (of course), 
ice skating with his family, and participating in all kinds of sports.

You can connect with Miles at miles.chumley@gmail.com.

Finding 
and 

Following 
His Passion

HOW MILES CHUMLEY ’04 
GREW IN MICHIGAN ALPHA

Archie DiBlassio ’59
arturo@diblassio.com

Roger Goodrich ’80
roger@neobiostructuredsolutions.com

Dave Frayne ’89
dwfrayne@gmail.com

Daniel Adsit ’11
danradsit@gmail.com

Want to join the upcoming board meetings or advise the chapter? Please reach out to any of the House Corporation Board members.

House Corporation Board
Chapter Advisory Board needs alumni volunteers
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Our chapter had a great start to the fall 
semester. We have 76 active members 

and are excelling in the classroom with a 
chapter GPA of 3.7.

While we have been working hard toward 
our studies, we still made time to participate 
in many brotherhood activities. In the past 
few months, brothers of all classes have come 
together and completed in various student-
run sports leagues here around campus.

In September, several upper and lower 
classmen competed in a basketball 
tournament, finishing in second place. 
There are also teams of brothers from all 
classes competing in a student-run soccer 
and flag football league. Later in the fall, 
we enjoyed having a day for the entire 
chapter to play paintball.

We hope everyone is doing well. Go Blue!

In the Bond, 
The Brothers of Phi Kappa Psi

Brothers 
Staying Busy
Academics and Athletics

Chapter Officers
OUTGOING

Thank you to the following brothers for 
your service to our chapter. We appreciate 
the time and effort you’ve spent 
supporting our brotherhood!

President
Ryan Mulliken ’21

Vice President
Rocco Dichiara ’21

Treasurer
Teddy Yaldoo ’21

Corresponding Secretary
Sean Sullivan ’21

Recording Secretary
CJ Hier ’21

House Manager
Geoffrey Belden ’21

ELECTED
These members will be answering the call 
of fraternal leadership as they take on new 
roles in the brotherhood. Congratulations on 
your elections—we look forward to seeing 
how you shape the future of our chapter!

President
Thomas Fouts ’22

Vice President
Stewart Briley ’22

Treasurer
Evan Willey ’22

Corresponding Secretary
Hudson Bush ’22

Recording Secretary
Lucas Kawamoto-Duran ’22

House Manager
Maxwell Meston ’22

Over the course of Blake’s career, he is proud 
to have opened franchise locations in nine 
foreign countries, and he has assisted over 
500 individuals on their paths in business 
ownership. Blake also played a major role in 
establishing regulations in the privately paid 
home care service industry.

A Salute to Service
Blake’s parents taught him the obligation of 
giving back after finding personal success, and 
Phi Psi was founded upon a similar value of 

helping those in need. Through these principles, 
Blake was motivated to participate in the 50 
Mile March, a fundraiser for homeless and at-
risk veterans suffering from PTSD.

“Marching 50 miles in 24 straight hours can 
be painful, but it’s nothing compared to what 
millions of U.S. veterans experience daily.” 
His eye-opening interactions with veterans 
showed Blake the cost of service, and he hopes 
that fellow brothers can be inspired to help the 
cause. “I would challenge all Phi Psi members 
to learn more and participate.”

A Michigan Alpha Man 
at Heart
Looking back on his undergraduate years, Blake 
made fond memories through annual parties and 
road trips. He is is proud to keep contact with 
many alumni brothers to this day, catching up with 
brothers at Michigan football games every year.

“When I used to speak to recruits and pledges, 
I would tell them there were two groups 

that made up Michigan Alpha Phi Psi. The 
fraternity, which included the house, the 
parties, and the trips is the first. The other is the 
brotherhood, which was that ‘strong bond never 
to be broken’—the camaraderie, the closeness 
that comes only from going through extreme 
challenges together, and the experiences we all 
share but others can’t understand.”

As it turns out, Blake was right about these two 
groups. The fraternity and the brotherhood shaped 
him into the man he is today: a proud husband 
with two sons. In his spare time, Blake enjoys 
traveling, playing sports, watching his kids play 
sports, and family vacations. He remains dedicated 
to service through community volunteering 
opportunities. You can connect with Blake 
and talk to him about his podcast, Heartland 
Franchise Guy, at bmartin@frannet.com.

A Fraternal Franchiser
(Continued from page 1)

“Leave no regrets and don’t listen 
to the critics who are afraid to take 
risks themselves. If I could do anything 
differently, I would have started my 
own business much earlier. If you listen 
carefully to older guys and ladies like me 
who started their own business, you’ll 
never hear us say, ‘I wish I would have 
waited longer to do my own thing.’” 

“The brotherhood remains a big part of 
who I am today, 30 years later.”



Join Our 
Canonsburg Club!
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Thank You, Loyal Supporters

Search: Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity, Michigan Alpha Alumnimichiganphipsi.org

In honor of Phi Kappa Psi’s founding year 
of 1852, Michigan Alpha has created 

the Canonsburg Club, an annual giving 
program set up to fund maintenance and 
improvements at 630 Oxford and keep the 
chapter financially stable.

Entry to the club requires an annual 
membership gift of $222.24, which breaks 
down to just $18.52 per month.

To join today, please choose one of these 
payment methods:

VISIT tinyurl.com/
MichiganAlpha to set up 
recurring monthly payments.

MAIL a check to:
Phi Kappa Psi – Michigan Alpha
Payment Processing
P.O. Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187

CONTACT Daniel Adsit ’11
at danradsit@gmail.com for 
wire instructions.

The alumni brothers and families listed below have given to Michigan Alpha’s annual 
campaign since the beginning of 2017. Their generous contributions have been appreciated 

more than they know, as they’ve also helped our undergraduate brothers prevail throughout the 
pandemic. As Michigan Alpha looks to carry its success into 2023 and beyond, please consider 
joining your brothers in giving back to our brotherhood today! If an error has been made in your 
gift listing, please contact our campaign coordinator at rkimsey@penningtonco.com.

$1,000 and Above
Edward G. Chase Jr. ’41
T. Stephen Hauser ’52
Raymond J. Brennan Jr. ’83
Phil Kain ’88
	 In memory of
	 Michael Etzioni ’87
Bradley M. Holman ’02 
Felipe P. Paez ’88
Daniel R. Adsit ’11
Tracey and Scott Diaz
	 In honor of
	 Max Diaz ’18
	 and Alex Diaz ’19

$500 to $999
Kate and John Sales
Rich H. Chamberlin ’58
David W. Frayne ’89 
Roger Goodrich
Brad C. Spiegel ’99
Jared C. Frost ’03

$250 to $499
Daniela Sanadiki
  	 In honor of
 	 Talal Benahmed
Jennifer Maccagnone
Larry MacKenzie
Dr. C. Kohler Champion ’57
Charles H. Matthews ’58
Lewis R. Thumm ’64
Craig L. Haines ’69 
Bruce W. Chaffee ’83
Andrew S. Fang ’88
	 In memory of
	 Mike Peguero ’89
Christopher Quick ’99
William Wiedman ’01
Max H. Epstein ’09

$100 to $249
Alan W. Holderness, M.D. ’53
John P. States ’56
Kenneth P. Erickson ’58

Stephen T. Bennett ’59
Bob Linderman ’63
	 In honor of
	 James Linderman ’48
Andrew F. Adler ’87
Richard Crow ’00
Matthew Kassan ’92
Amy Siskind
	 In honor of
	 Drew Siskind ’18
L.M. Alter
	 In honor of
	 William Alter ’19

Ready to join our list of 
contributors? Find your 
giving options to the left in 
addition to information about 
the Canonsburg Club!

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2023
Be sure to mark your calendars for 

our upcoming virtual Founders’ Day!

This year’s event will be held on 
Sunday, February 19.

Please stay tuned to our alumni 
Facebook page for more updates 

as information becomes available.

Join Our 
Canonsburg Club!


