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The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has 
impacted Michigan Alpha Chapter, 
like everyone else, although we have 

avoided an outbreak in the chapter house. This 
is likely due to smart decision-making from 
our undergraduate brothers along with proper 
precautions and preparations being followed 
at the house. We have been closely following 
the COVID-19 situation at the University of 
Michigan to determine how to make this school 
year as safe as possible.

The House Corporation installed hand sanitizer 
stations, along with soap and wipe dispensers, 
in the bathrooms. We also have biweekly 
professional cleanings, sanitizing public areas 
in the house. There are 21 students living in this 
year. The chapter house is large and provides 
ample space for following social distancing 
guidelines. Active brothers have been informed 
that they are in charge of their own space and 
conduct while in the facility. Our Phi Psi Creed 
mandates that the students respect each other. 
Additionally, we sent a COVID-19 action plan 
to parents and students that we will reference in 
the event of a positive test or an outbreak. 

Undergraduates are utilizing video conferencing 
apps to connect safely, especially for chapter 
and committee meetings. Overall, our 
undergraduate brothers have done a fantastic 
job thus far, and we hope for a successful, safe 
end to the year.

There have been several notable chapter house 
improvements recently, including a new, 
waterproof main room floor! This floor can 
hopefully last us until 2030 and will ensure 
that the live-ins have a safe main room to hold 
chapter meetings and education meetings for 
new members. The boiler in the basement had 
a few water spillage issues, so we replaced the 
low water cutoff along with the automatic water 
feeder. This will prevent losing heat during the 
winter months. Additionally, we had to install 
an external lock box, amongst other changes, to 
meet city fire code regulations. This is in addition 
to the fire suppression system installed in 2018.

We also made important ADA-compliant ramp 
and bathroom updates to bring the chapter 
house in line with regulations. A wheelchair 
ramp was installed in the back of the house, 

and improvements were made to the first-floor 
bathroom. These updates are being financed 
with a grant from the National Fraternity from 
our Michigan Alpha OneFund, which is funded 
from your donations. Thank you to our loyal 
alumni for your continuous support! With our 
cash situation improving, we would love to hear 
your thoughts and ideas on future chapter house 
improvements.

Live Ever,
Michigan Alpha House Corporation Board 
of Directors

Chapter House Updates Include 
COVID-19 Safety Measures
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30 Years Ago
Flashback to Michigan Alpha’s Fall Formal in December 1990.
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John Doss ’83 lived in South Quad at U-M his freshman 
and sophomore years, where he met Scott Russell ’83 
through a roommate. Scott knew some of the former 

Phi Kappa Psi brothers at the university, and together they 
worked to bring Michigan Alpha back to campus. John and 

Scott became part of the new 
charter class, recruiting their own 
South Quad friends as well.

“We were the new kids on the 
block—it was exciting!” John 
recalls. “We had the highest GPA 
of any fraternity and were pretty 
competitive in athletics.” During 
his early years, the chapter even 
won the intramural volleyball 

championship, which shocked the other fraternities. Most 
importantly, John formed great friendships with the brothers 
that last to this day.

John graduated from U-M with a double major in history 
and economics. He began his Wall Street career in 1984 and 
is now a managing partner of a family investment office. 
John and his wife, Maureen, have been married for 30 years 
with one son, Matthew, who is a senior in high school.

John leads a busy life in New York but has returned to 
Michigan three times since graduating—one of which was 
for a campus visit with Matthew. He wasn’t able to visit the 
chapter house, but he noted that the campus hasn’t changed 
too much. John stays in touch with many of his brothers on 
Facebook, and pre-pandemic they’ve periodically met for 
dinner in New York.

You can reach John at johnfdoss@gmail.com.

Memories from 
the Charter Class

John Doss ’83 
Reflects on Bringing

 Phi Psi Back

Lights, Camera, 
Action

David Koll ’01 Reflects on His Time 
with Michigan Alpha and His Career 

in Film and Television

David Koll ’01 joined the Michigan Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 
because he immediately recognized the quality of the active members 
within the chapter. “One of the brothers took me to the gym and I 

ended up joining the boxing team with him,” David 
said. “I told a different brother that I was Jewish and he 
invited me to services for the High Holidays.” David 
was grateful that the brothers had an interest in him as 
a person. These bonds he developed turned into deep 
friendship as the year went on.

As an active member, David’s favorite event to 
attend was Home for the Holidays, a gift-wrapping 
philanthropy with Tri Delta and Kappa Kappa Gamma. 
“One brother would dress as Santa Claus and give 
out gifts to kids,” David said. “The Tri Delts’ moms came one year. It was a 
fun time.” Outside of that, he just tried to cherish the little moments with his 
brothers. “To be honest, it was less about those epic individual nights—though 
they certainly exist—and more about all the time in between,” David said. 
“Just hanging out with my friends in the house, grilling on the porch, going to 
Dominick’s together… that’s what sticks with me the most.”

David graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree in film and 
television. Throughout his career, he has worked in freelance film and television 
production. “I’ve worked as a screenwriter [he did an uncredited rewrite on 
Disney’s Call of the Wild, out earlier this year], but production pays the bills,” 
David said. “I’ve been fortunate to work primarily on big-budget studio features 
including several Marvel Studios projects.” One of his favorites was Thor, one of 
the first movies in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. “That was the first set I ever 
worked on and I really lucked out,” David said. “It was a blast to make, which 
isn’t always the case, and I got in with a really good group of people. Literally 
every job I’ve gotten since has come from someone I met through that show.” 
One of his recent movies called Let Them All Talk, starring Meryl Streep and 
directed by Steven Soderbergh, is set to launch on HBO Max this December. 
Currently, David is on the set of a Netflix mini-series with a working title that will 
release next year. “I’ve always wanted to work in film,” David said. “For as far 
back as I can remember, it’s what I wanted to do.”

Though David hasn’t been able to visit campus since the chapter house move a 
decade ago, he still loves staying in touch with his brothers. Over a year ago when 
he was moving from Los Angeles to New York City, David stayed with brothers 
along the way in San Francisco, Boise, Chicago, and West Bloomfield. “I was 
just reaching out to friends who I knew were along my route,” David said. “It 
wasn’t until the third guy that I realized they were all Phi Psi brothers.” That’s 
one of the things David loves about the brotherhood, seeing how relationships 
change and develop serious depth over time. David shares that he struggled with 
his alcohol use for a time after college, but it was one of his best drinking buddies 
from Michigan Alpha who helped him get sober 15 years later. “Drinking was 
such a big part of the culture,” David said. “I was a little nervous to be open about 
my sobriety. But the people who one might stereotypically expect not to be as 
supportive turned out to be my biggest support system. I owe them everything.”

David lives in Brooklyn, New York, and can be reached at koll.david@gmail.com.
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As the fall semester comes to an end, we look back on what has 
been one of the most unpredictable, unusual years of our lives. 
Active brothers became accustomed to online courses, chapter 

meetings were held virtually, and everyone did their best to abide by 
COVID-19 guidelines.

Through all the uncertainty, one thing that has held constant is the support 
each member has felt from this brotherhood. Seeing familiar faces and 
spending time with one another has been refreshing to say the least. We 
greatly appreciate all the alumni who have supported the chapter during 
this difficult time, especially Roger Goodrich ’60, Dan Adsit ’11, David 

Frayne ’89, and our new chapter advisor, Austin Cintron ’17. We 
hope that all of our alumni are remaining healthy and safe, and we look 
forward to a time when we can meet face-to-face again. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as Chapter President over this past 
year, and I can’t stress how much your support has meant to me and 
the chapter.

Fraternally,
Alex Diaz ’18
Chapter President

$1,000 and Above
T. Stephen Hauser ’52
Phil Kain ’88
	 In memory of
	 Michael Etzioni ’87

$500 to $999
Roger Goodrich ’60
Brad C. Spiegel ’99
Daniel Adsit ’11

$250 to $499
Bruce W. Chaffee ’83
Andrew S. Fang ’88
	 In memory of
	 Mike Peguero ’89

$100 to $249
Alan W. Holderness, M.D. ’53
John P. States ’56
Dr. C. Kohler Champion ’57

Rich H. Chamberlin ’58
Charles H. Matthews ’58
Bob Linderman ’63
	 In honor of
	 James Linderman ’48
Lewis R. Thumm ’64
Craig L. Haines ’69
Felipe P. Paez ’88
David W. Frayne ’89
Richard Crow ’00

Thank You, Loyal Alumni
The alumni brothers listed below gave to Michigan Alpha Chapter’s annual campaign in 

2019. Their generous contributions to the Phi Kappa Psi brotherhood helped ensure our 
undergraduate brothers were able to return to campus this fall. Please consider joining your 

fellow alumni and including Michigan Alpha in your year-end giving plans! If an error has been 
made in your gift listing, please contact our campaign coordinator at nedwards@penningtonco.com.

How to Donate
Recurring or one-time 
gift option:
www.michiganphipsi.org/donate-now

PayPal:
michiganalphaalumni@gmail.com; 
email us here and we can provide 
you with wire instructions.

Mail checks:
Phi Kappa Psi, University of Michigan
Payment Processing
P.O. Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187

Brothers get ready for the first day of online school this fall.

Staying Safe
Undergraduates Thankful for Alumni Support
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Mark Your 
Calendars

Virtual Founders’ Day
February 22, 2021

Show your Phi Kappa Psi pride 
by joining your Michigan Alpha 
brothers for our first-ever virtual 

Founders’ Day! More details
 will be released as we get closer
 to the event. Follow our alumni 

Facebook page for future updates.

2019-20 Members 
of Michigan Alpha


